
U.S. 95 Thorncreek Road to Moscow

Welcome to the U.S. 95 Thorncreek
Road to Moscow public open house

■ The purpose of today’s meeting is to hear 
your issues, concerns and suggestions about 
widening U.S. 95 between Thorncreek Road 
and Moscow to a four-lane, divided highway.

■ This project will look at potential alignments 
(the exact location of the roadway) and a 
“no build” option.



U.S. 95 Thorncreek Road to Moscow

Today’s meeting provides you 
with the opportunity to:

■ Learn about the project

■ Participate in a small group discussion

■ Provide your written comments



Project
Description

The U.S. 95 Thorncreek Road to
Moscow Project is a study led by the
Idaho Transportation Department to
determine an alignment for nearly
6.5 miles of U.S. 95 in Latah County.

■ The existing roadway is a two-lane highway 
classified as a principal arterial

■ It is operating near capacity and has several
curves that do not meet current engineering
standards

■ The proposed project consists of replacing 
the existing roadway with a four-lane divided
highway 

■ The study will look at several potential 
alignments and a “no build” option  



This study will concentrate 
on three areas:

Engineering
Providing the design parameters for a safe and
efficient facility 

Right-of-Way
Reviewing alignments to show the impacts that
would occur on the property 

Environmental analysis
Identifying environmental impacts of possible
alignments, including noise, air quality, land
use, natural features (for example wildlife and
wetlands), climate, socioeconomic/community
facilities and hazardous materials.



Project Background

In 1998, the Idaho Transportation Department
proposed a project to widen and improve a 
21-mile section of U.S. 95 between Top of
Lewiston Hill and Moscow. ITD prepared an
Environmental Assessment (EA) based on the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
The EA documented the analysis of the envi-
ronmental impacts of the new road.

Based on a U.S. District Court ruling in Sept.
2003, ITD will conduct an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) on the 6.5 miles of U.S.
95 between Reisenauer Hill and the city of
Moscow. An EIS is the highest level of environ-
mental review.   

Widening of the first 14.5 miles of U.S. 95 from
Top of Lewiston Hill to Thorncreek Road will be
constructed in 2005-06.



U.S. 95 Thorncreek Road to Moscow 
Project process and schedule 

Action Public Involvement 
Opportunities Date

Identify issues 
and concerns 

about the project

Public meeting November 2004

Identify and 
evaluate potential 

alternatives/alignments

Public workshops and
Public open house

Winter 2004-05
Spring 2005

Narrow and evaluate 
the potential 

alternatives/alignments

Public workshops Summer 2005

Identify and evaluate 
preferred 

alternatives/alignments

Public open house Fall 2005

 Draft EIS will be 
available for review 

online and in locations 
around the community

Public hearing

Winter 2005-06Publish draft 
Environmental Impact 

Statement

 

Federal Highway Administration makes final decision

Idaho Transportation Board makes final recommendation 
to the Federal Highway Administration

Review public comment on draft EIS



Project Area Map



Project Purpose and Need

Any roadway alignment considered in this
study must meet the Purpose and Need of the
project. Following is the Purpose and Need
statement approved by the Federal Highway
Administration:

Purpose
“The purpose of this project is to improve public safety
and increase highway capacity on U.S. 95 between
Thorncreek Road, south of Moscow at MP 337.200, and
Moscow at MP 343.982.”

Need
“Within the project limits, U.S. 95 does not meet current
American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Standards (widths,
clear-zones, grades and sight distance). Additional con-
cerns include high accident locations and insufficient
highway capacity.”



U.S. 95 Thorncreek Road to Moscow
Project Description

■ The existing highway is classified as a 
principal arterial

■ The present roadway consists of an 
approximately 6.5-mile long, two-lane 
facility 

■ The highway is operating at near capacity 
and has several substandard horizontal and
vertical curves 

■ There are several spot locations that 
currently have high accident rates

■ Several of these accidents can be 
attributed to poor highway geometrics in 
combination with public/private approaches 



Traffic Volume

Current traffic volumes on U.S. 95 between
Thorncreek Road and Moscow exceed 6,000
vehicles per day and projections for the future
are 9,600 vehicles per day within 20 years.
With these high volumes, passing opportunities
and turning movements will become more diffi-
cult and the probability of severe accidents will
increase. 

Passenger cars Commercial trucks All vehicles

1995 3,800 1,200 5,000

2000 4,440 660 5,100

2004 5,910 520 6,430

2028 8,700 940 9,640
Projected



Safety

In the last five years, there have been 137 acci-
dents on U.S. 95 between Thorncreek Road and
Moscow. 

Total Fatality Injury Property Involved 
Accidents Accidents Damage Cyclists

2003 31 1 11 19 0

2002 15 0 9 6 0

2001 32 0 13 19 0

2000 25 0 10 14 1

1999 34 1 15 18 0



What is an 
Environmental Impact Statement?

An Environmental Impact Statement, or EIS, is
a detailed statement required by the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). It is intended
to help public officials make decisions that are
based on an understanding of environmental
consequences and take action to protect the
environment. An EIS is the highest level of
environmental review.



What is the National 
Environmental Policy Act?

NEPA is federal legislation that establishes
environmental policy for the nation. It provides
an interdisciplinary framework for federal
agencies to encourage environmental steward-
ship and contains “action-forcing” procedures
to ensure that federal agency decision makers
take environmental factors into account.



Environmental Factors

Environmental factors are issues or subjects
that will be addressed during the environmental
process. They include:

■ Cultural and/or Historic Resources
■ Wetlands
■ Threatened and Endangered Species
■ Displacements
■ Wildlife
■ Hazardous Materials
■ Prime Farmland
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What’s Next

Thank you for attending today’s open house 

ITD will prepare a summary of the open houses and:

■ Post it on the project Web site 
http://www.itd.idaho.gov/getinvolved/d2/

■ Develop a newsletter

The next opportunity for public input will be the 
alternatives/alignments workshops, which will allow you to 
review possible alignments, refine them and/or suggest others.

If you signed in at this meeting, you will receive a newsletter 
and an invitation to the alternatives/alignments workshops.
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Your input is always welcome

Public involvement is important to ITD and to an EIS. 

To learn more about this project, ask questions or provide comments:

■ Please visit our Web site at:
http://www.itd.idaho.gov/getinvolved/d2/

■ Contact Ken Helm, ITD Project Manager, 799-5090

■ Send an email to: 
thorncreekroadtomoscow@itd.idaho.gov
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Discussion Groups

Following the video, you will have an 
opportunity to join a facilitated discussion group. 

Please wait here until enough people have 
gathered to form a group.

If you do not wish to participate in a group, 
please proceed to the comment table and 

give us your written comments.



Widening of the first 14.5 miles of U.S. 95
from the Top of Lewiston Hill to Thorncreek
Road will be constructed in 2005-06.

Top of Lewiston Hill to Genesee

■ Work is anticipated to start the spring 
of 2005

■ Construction is scheduled to last 
approximately two years. The project 
will be complete in fall 2006

■ Traffic delays are anticipated to be less 
than 15 minutes

■ The estimated construction cost is 
$26 million

Genesee to Thorncreek Road

■ Work is anticipated to start the spring 
of 2005

■ Construction is scheduled to last 
approximately two years. The project 
will be complete in fall 2006

■ Minimum traffic delays are anticipated

■ The estimated construction cost is 
$18 million

Construction of U.S. 95 Thorncreek Road 
to Moscow is not expected to take place 
for a few years.



Conclusions:

■ 20 percent of all vehicles entering Moscow 
on U.S. 95 and Hwy. 8 are making a through
trip. Moscow is not their primary destination.

■ Conversely, 80 percent of the inbound 
vehicles are ending their trip somewhere 
in town

■ About 60 percent of U.S. 95 truck traffic is 
making a through trip. Nearly half of Hwy. 8 
truck traffic is making a through trip.

■ Existing U.S. 95 and Hwy. 8 corridors can 
accommodate future 2023 traffic volumes. 
Some improvements will be needed at 
several intersections within the city.

■ If a bypass route were built, intersection 
improvements would still be required to 
accommodate local traffic

■ A west side bypass of U.S. 95 could draw 
approximately 10 percent of average daily 
traffic out of the downtown core. Other 
potential U.S. 95 routes would result in less
traffic diverted from downtown.  



Recommendations:

■ It would not be cost effective for the Idaho 
Transportation Department to pursue a 
bypass option as a traffic capacity measure
at this time.

■ The City of Moscow may wish to evaluate 
a local ring-road system to provide better 
dispersion of internal traffic and provide 
alternate routes for cross-town travel as a 
measure to address congestion/quality of 
life issues noted in the comprehensive plan.


